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EMERGING ECOLOGIES

Worlds within worlds

Life on Tiruvannamalai unfolds through a finely balanced ecological web shaped by dry deciduous slopes, seasonal streams, and red loamy
soils. Open scrublands, shaded corridors and drought-adapted hillsides support trees such as Anogeissus, Albizia, and Diospyros, alongside
animals ranging from langurs and wild boar to bulbuls, insects, and countless smaller forest beings. Growth, pollination, seed dispersal,
camouflage and survival are not isolated processes here, but shared rhythms held together through interdependence.

Ficus species offer one way into this complexity. These trees become meeting points in the forest, providing food, shelter, and breeding ground
for birds, mammals, insects, and other plants. Through them, the relationships between species become visible, revealing how forest structure
and resilience emerge from everyday exchanges between organisms.

A long painted canvas draws from Artist Sivakumar’s photographs as sources to trace the ecological connections that map the relationships
between flora and fauna of the hill. Sculptures of mammals appear throughout the space, evoking the movement, diversity, and shared roles of

animal life within this living landscape.

Worlds within worlds
Acrylic on canvas
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Mottled Wood-Owl
Strix ocellata
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Asian Koel
Eudynamys scolopaceus
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Indian Grey Hornbill
Ocyceros birostris
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Rose-ringed parakeet
Psittacula krameri
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Pale-billed Flowerpecker
Dicaeum erythrorhynchos
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Black Headed Cuckooshrike
Lalage melanoptera
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Purple Sunbird
Cinnyris asiaticus
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Yellow-Footed Green Pigeon
Treron phoenicoptera
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Baya weaver
Ploceus philippinus

()G GBI GITGBT 5 () 5(F) M G TGDT
White-cheeked Barbet
Psilopogon viridis
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Crested Serpent Eagle
Spilornis cheela
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White Rumped Shama
Copsychus malabaricus
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Orange Minivet
Pericrocotus flammeus
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White Wagtail
Motacilla alba
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Black-rumped Flameback

Dinopium benghalense
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Coppersmith Barbet

Psilopogon haemacephalus
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Indian Cuckooshrike
Coracina macei
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Rufous Treepie
Dendrocitta vagabunda
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Sirkeer Malkoha
Taccocua leschenaultii
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Indian Nightjar
Caprimulgus asiaticus
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Fruit Bat
Pteropodidae sp.
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Indian Spotted Deer
AXis axis
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Asian Green Bee-eater
Merops orientalis
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Greater Racket-tailed Drongo

Dicrurus paradiseus
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Laughing Dove
Streptopelia senegalensis
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Bengal Fox
Vulpes bengalensis
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Wild Boar
Sus scrofa
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Indian Palm Squirrel
Funambulus palmarum
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Indian Hare
Lepus nigricollis
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Langur
Semnopithecus sp.
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Bonnet Macaque
Macaca radiata
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Saw-scaled Viper
Echis carinatus
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Bronze backed Tree Snake
Dendrelaphis tristis
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Tiger Centipede
Scolopendra hardwickei
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Indian Chameleon
Chamaeleo zeylanicus
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Fan-throated Lizard
Sitana visiri

G561 go ()
Beehive

TIDLILY LD
Ant Hill
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Black Ants
Lasius niger
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Indian Paradise Flycatcher
Terpsiphone paradisi
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Scorpion
Deccanometrus bengalensis
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Jewel Bug
Chrysocoris stollii
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Large Milkweed Bug
Oncopeltus fasciatus
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Man-faced stink bug
Catacanthus incarnatus
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Red Velvet Mite
Trombidium grandissimum
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Indian Eagle-Owl
Bubo bengalensis
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Little Clown Grasshopper
Pirithoicus ophthalmicus
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Cluster Fig
Ficus racemosa
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Flame Lily
Gloriosa superba

&GEOTGost TG L_L_TGoT
Edible Chlorophytum
Chlorophytum tuberosum

Spade Flower
Hybanthus enneaspermus
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Lemongrass
Cymbopogon citratus

Pink Mulla Mulla
Ptilotus exaltatus

Roselle
Hibiscus sabdariffa

Diamond Flower
Oldenlandia corymbosa

Dwarf Morning Glory
Evolvulus alsinoides

Camemy/BiLiev
Common Rush
Juncus effusus

Stylo
Stylosanthes biflora
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Umbelled Caralluma
Boucerosia umbellata
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Indian Cadaba
Cadaba fruticosa
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Crested Scaly-Ball Cactus

Lepidagathis cristata Cactaceae
Ground Orchid

Habenaria roxburghii

Camouflage in Nature

These selected photographs reveal how species adapt to their environments by blending into surrounding textures and colours. Insects, lizards,
frogs, and birds use their colours, patterns, and body shapes that match soil, bark, leaves, and rocks. Camouflage helps them stay hidden in plain
sight, a natural survival strategy that makes them almost invisible within their habitat.
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Common Green Forest Lizard - Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark
Calotes calotes ‘ - ; Eremopterix griseus




NG
Brown Marmorated Stink Bug
Halyomorpha halys

NP M50 TEETem L 6 GUT TG0
Fan-throated Lizard
Sitana genus

2 (HLDL
Indian Monitor Lizard
Varanus bengalensis

Cxpemiy
Burrowing Frog
Sphaerotheca sp.

Qail (hH&RH e
Grasshopper
Neorthacris sp.

Sculptures of animals occupy the exhibition space, representing the region’s terrestrial life. By reflecting their presence, movement, and the

SIBGILILLFF
Flame Carpet Moth
Xanthorhoe designata

Fledreer @) TmLILImLg
Indian Nightjar
Caprimulgus asiaticus

Cxpemy
Painted Globular Frog
Uperodon taprobanicus

OLITMGEIAR
Short-horned Grasshopper
Acrididae sp.

GWLIGHILLEE
Mantis
Mantodea sp.

interconnected roles they hold within the cycles of foraging, grazing, predation, and regeneration in this living ecosystem.
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2 (poy - Indian Monitor Lizard - Varanus bengalensis
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BLFSHT 9 emio - Indian Star Tortoise - Geochelone elegans Ha@LiLpemest - Small Indian Civet - Viverricula indica

wpetGened - Madras Hedgehog - Paraechinus nudiventris kG - Langur - Semnopithecus sp.
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&(p@ - Eagle - Accipitridae



